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The protocol

of the fifth session of the intergovernmental Turkmen-Afghan
commission for trade and economic cooperation

The fifth session of the intergovernmental Turkmen-Afghan
commission on trade and economic cooperation was hosted on
November 06, 2015 in the city of Ashgabat (hereinafter called as
“Commission”). |

Members of Turkmen-Afghan Commission (herein after, the
“Sides”) and responsible officials of the ministries, departments and the
other organisations of the sides participated in the session. The list of
participants of the fifth session of commission is attached (Appendixes 1
and 2). = . - ' :

The Turkmen side was chaired by Chairman of the cabinet of
Ministers of Turkmenistan Yagshygeldi Elyasovich Kakaev, the Afghan
side was chaired by the Minister of Finance of the Islamic Republic of
Afghanistan Eklil Ahmad Hakimi supervised. :

Partiés approved thé'Agehda of the Commission (Appendix Ne 3).

1. Implementation of offers of the fourth commission session

Commission considered the information of the sides on
implementation of offers of the fourth commission and noted importance
of high level meetings of His Excellency the President of

£ Turkmenistan Gurbanguly Berdimuhamedov and His Excellency

i . President of the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan Mohammad
Ashraf Ghani which took place on January 21, 2015 in Ashgabat and
August 27, 2015 in Kabul for the expansion of the Turkmen-Afghan
trade and economic cooperation. ‘ :

 The sides expressed satisfaction on implementation of the most of
the offers of the fourth session and noted importance of regular holding

—corresponding activities for the remained offers requiring more time.
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2, Coo'pe_ration between Turkmenistan and the Islamic Republic of
Afghanistan for the development of contractual-legal base

The Commission suggested continuing discussions concerning
development of contractual-legal base between the Ministries, and
corresponding ministries and departments of the parties carrying out
regular meetings. Terms of meetings between the Ministries of Foreign -
Affairs of Turkmenistan and the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan will be
co-ordinated by d1plomatlc ways.

- 3. Trade and economic cooperation

During the session of the Commission sides have considered
bilateral trade and economic cooperation and noted positive growth of
goods turnover between Turkmenistan and the Islam1c Repubhc of
Afghamstan N ‘

- In this connection, the Commission noted importance of taking
coordinated measures-directed on increase of export-import transactions
on trade and economic cooperation and expansion of nomenclature of

- . delivered goods and services, and adjustment of direct communications

(5

between economic entities of the two states.

The parties underlined necessity of development of the closest
cooperation directed on increase of goods turnover between two
countries for expansion of trade and economic cooperation. |

In this connection, the Sides consider the following to be important:

- plenipotentiary establishments of both countries should promote
establishment of direct communications between entrepreneurs and
business circles, as well as attracting participants to exhibitions, fairs
held by two countries; -

- holding correspondmg activities concemmg the coordination of
the draught Agreement on stimulation and mutual protection of

“investments between the . Government of Turkmenistan and the

Government of the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan;

. - creation of favourable conditions for an exchange of foodstuffs,
textile products, carpets cements and other goods in the markets of both

countries;
T -to support estabhshment of joint productions and enterprises.
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4. Cooperatidn in fuel and energy complex

The sides noted with satisfaction positive advancement the
realization of gas pipeline project Turkmenistan — Afghanistan —
Pakistan — India. |

Underlining significant possibilities of mutually beneficial
cooperation in fuel and energy complex, the Sides noted promoting
cooperation development between the corresponding organisations and
enterprises in this direction. -

The Commission offers:

- to continue delivery of electric energy via currently operating
electric power transmission lines from Turkmenistan-Herat with voltage
of 110 kW and Turkmenistan- Andkhvoy with voltage of 110 kW:

- to carry out further cooperation for increase the level of voltage
of the electric current, provided to Herat and Faryab provinces of the’
Islamic Republic of Afghamstan, and increasing of capacity of delivered
electric enérgy;

- to continue cooperation on electric current delivery in the villages “
of Garkyn and Hamjab of Jouzjan province of the Ismalic Republic of
Afghanistan;

- For the purpose of maintenance of level electric energy voltage
delivered to Afghanistan in connection with Grouping in 2015 of an
electricity cable by pressure 500 kW from transformer station in

~ Atamyrat cify to Akina town , the Afghani party, being based on the

memorandum of mutual understandmg concerning the further
development of cooperation concerning electric. power between the
Government of Turkmenistan and the Government of Islamic Republic
of Afghanistan, will construct till 2017 in the territory of an electricity
line and substation on.500 kW, from the year 2018 to increase electric
current volume sending from Turkmenistan to Islamic Repubhc of

_ Afghanistan;

- For the purpose of the conclusion of additional Agreements on
iving the chance to increase volume

of. electnc energy which is sending from the Turkmenistan to the

Islamic Republic of Afghanistan to carry on corresponding negotiations
in 2015 w1th the assistance of the investors expressing interest;



- Considering importance of value of cooperation concerning
studying, development and protection of underground riches in frontier
areas, also concerning mutually advantageous and ecological safety of
workmg out of extracted useful ores, for the purpose of acceleration of
signing of the definitive sample of the Agreement on frontier deposits
between the Governments of Turkmenistan and Islam1c Republic of
Afghanistan, to offer for the coordination;

- To build and connectthe pipeline terminal storing liquefied gas
and oil products, in an permitted frontier points of both countries
Imamnazar-Akina; ’

- For the purpose of 'maintenance of realised volumes of oil

- products on mutually beneficial basis to study sale possibilities directly

to buyers in Afghanistan, adjustment of oil products realization from
frontier terminals;

- Noting importance of electing “Turkmengas™ State Concern as’
the head of the Joint Stock Company “TAPI Pipeline Company Limited”
on realization of the construction of Turkmenistan — Afghanistan —

-Pakistan — India gas p1pe11ne to accept all corresponding bilateral

measures on acceleration of 1ts constructlon

5. Cooperation in transport and communication sphere

The Comimission noted importance of continuing the works

. between Turkmen and Afghan partners concerning transport and

commumcatlon

The parties noted with satisfaction construction works of
Turkmen-Afghan part of the railway “Turkmenlstan-Afghamstan-
Tajikistan” and insisted in its acceleretion.

The Commission offers:
- taking into consideration the cooperation on railway

- infrastructure construction of two states the Turkmen Side after the

completion of the remained construction works of the Ymamnazar-
Akina railway, should continue its construction works from Akina till

Andhoya

- to establish a technical team on transpon and transport
mﬁastructure cooperatlon -
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agriculture.

- to adjust cooperation concerning preparation of experts of
railway transport for the railway workers of the Islamic Republic of
Afghanistan by holding short-term courses on construction, operation of
the railways, their technical control and service;

-~ 1o prepare urgently for bilateral coordination and signing the
draft of “Resolution of transportation of cargoes in the Turkmen-Afghan
direct railway cargo routes™ |

- to provide an exchange of information between two countries
via fiber-optical communication system; ,

- on the basis of corresponding bilateral agreements to increase
the currently operating capacity of fiber-optical communication between
two countries; 4 , ' -

- to liven the Afghanistan-Turkmenistan-Azerbaijan-Georgia-
Turkey transport corridor; .

- for the purpose of television and radio broadcasting of Islamic
Republic of Afghanistan in a number of world countries through the
artificial satellite, to use the first national artificial satellite of

Turkmenistan “Turkmen Alem 52 °E”.

6. Cooperation in water economy

The Sides suggested establishing a coordinating joint commission
between the ministry of Water economy of Turkmenistan and the
ministry of Energy and Water Resources of the Islamic Republic of

. Afghanistan under the chairmanship of the deputy ministers and to host

its first meeting in Ashgabat in the nearest future;

- 7. Cooperation in agriculture

Commission noted that one of priority directions of cooperation
between Turkmenistan and the Islamic Republic of Afghanistanv is

The sides recognise that it is reasonable to adjust more close
mutual . actions in such - directions like exchange of experience on

implementation —of the latest technology and advanced methods in
carrying out below mutually beneficial agricultural, cattle-breeding,
agricultural production as well as adjustment of kinds of cooperation
methods concerning issues agricultural knowledge.



Commission suggests expanding the cooperation in the following
directions:

- An exchange of experience in apphca’uon of the newest
technologies and the advanced methods in agricultural production,
including in cultivation of crop and processing of agricultural products;

- An exchange of experience and partnership development between
research institutes and the centres of two countries on agriculture and
animal breeding, as well as exchange of information on results of
research works;

- About participation in the international fairs, exhlbltlons courses,
scientific conferences and forums held on issues of agro industrial
complex of Turkmenistan and the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan.

8. Cooperation in the sphere of education, science,
culture and tourism

Commission noted importance of maintaining cooperation in the
-field of education, science, culture and tourism. )

Commission recommends to liven the following directions of
cooperation: '

- - about timely organization, full use of students’ places of the
Islamic Republic of Afghanistan annually provided by Turkmenistan for
the residents of the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan;

- about arranging educational conferences for Afghan school
teachers and methodologists in- Turkmenistan upon request of the
Education Ministry of the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan;

- about participation of the Afghan side in the international book
fair titled “Book — the way of cooperatlon and development”, held in
Ashgabat per year;

- about assistance in cooperation expansion between universities
- and institutes of the two states;

- about the organization of joint exhibitions on workmanship, art

calligraphy, miniature and the literature in countries;

- to provide participation of musical, creative groups of
Turkmenistan and the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan in international
festivals and other cultural events organized in two states; »



- about contribution in tourism development between two
countries;

- about training of | Afghan specialists in the International
University of oil and gas for the work of Afghan people in TAPI gas
pipeline project on the basis of the agreement of Presidents of

- Turkmenistan and the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan.

Moreover, Ministry of Education of Turkmenistan invites
representatives of education system of the Islamic Republic of
Afghanistan to take an active part in international scientific-methodical
conferences and the international exhibition relevant to the education
system of Turkmenistan.

9. Holding of the sixth session of the Commission

The. fifth session was held in an atmosphere of ﬁlendshlp and
mutual understanding.

Commission agreed to hold the sixth session of the
Intergovernmental Turkmen-Afghan commission for trade and economy
in 2016 in Kabul. The exact date and the agenda of the session will be
agreed through diplomatic channels. :

- The Protocol is s1gned on November 6, 2015 in Ashgabat in two
original copies each in the Turkmen, Dari and English languages, all
texts being equally authentic.

- Chairman of the Turkmen Side | Chairmah of Afghan Side of the

of the Commission Commission
Deputy Chairman of the Minister of Finance of the
Cabinet of Ministers of Islamic Republic of Afghanistan
Turkmenistan ‘ |
Al {7‘4%/7/ »

/-Muﬂ,' AN

‘ Yagshygeldl Elyaso_vich . EKklil Ahmad Hakimi
- Kakaev .



